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Yours in Christ Jesus 

 

A Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Joseph David Stinson,  

Glen Ridge Congregational Church, Glen Ridge, New Jersey, 

Preached on the 26
th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time, (25Sept), 2011. 

 

Text: Philippians 2:5-7 
 

“Have this mind among yourselves which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.” ~St. Paul 

 

Early in the week I read a news item from a meeting of American atheists. Here was the 

news flash: Atheists have discovered that most people do not become Christians and join 

churches because of rationalist arguments. Atheists who have mounted rational arguments to 

convince people no gods exist, and despite a recent string of good books to buttress their 

arguments, are just now figuring this out. Why do people decide to follow Jesus and join his 

churches? Because of human relationships. Friends and family members believe in Christ and 

love them into faith and the church. Who knew? Most of us and it is not like it is a big secret we 

have been keeping!  

 

The church in Philippi was a favorite of the Apostle. His letter brims with affection for 

them. Nowhere in evidence is the cantankerous Paul of Galatians. He loved Lydia and the people 

of this congregation in Macedonia. Though he wrote the epistle from prison, he is positively 

euphoric about the progress of the gospel in the church. Still, Paul had advice for them and us in 

the letter. Considering the ground breaking discovery about the importance of love and caring in 

making Christians, note Paul’s recommendation in the second chapter of the Philippian letter. 

Here is Dr. Peterson’s translation: 

 

If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any 

difference in your life, if being a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you 

have a heart, if you care – then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be 

deep-spirited friends. Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the 

top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your 

own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand.
1
  

 

(One wonders if this had been the church in New York City instead of Philippi, how this advice 

would have been received!) 
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 Philippians 2:1-4. The Message translation. 
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If the way Christians love one another is a major reason people come to church and faith, 

is it a surprise that the opposite is most often the reason people leave the church and stop 

practicing the faith? A few weeks I spoke to someone who dropped out of our church several 

years ago. I inquired about it and the person told me: “Four years ago working on a project in the 

church, So-in-so was mean to me. I was at the time quite interested in this project and this leader 

of the congregation told me it was not worthy of his concern or the church’s funds.”  This person 

felt snubbed, condemned, disrespected, and she left.  Sin is not just a problem in the Bowery. Sin 

when covered with a thin veil of religiosity can be more dangerous. We are taught from church 

school on that the two main tenets of Christ are to love God and to love one another. Yet, far too 

often we can be mean-spirited not just to a neighbor outside the church but to persons alongside 

us in the church. 

 

What is behind this behavior? Like most sins it is predicated on thinking too much of 

ourselves and too little of the Master. Hence, Paul’s admonition: 

 

Have this mind among yourselves which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though the was in 

the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found 

in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a 

cross.
2
 

 

Paul cautions us not to follow the usual human path. Instead, look to Jesus, the one whose power 

came not from grabbing authority but from emptying himself of his divine prerogatives.  He did 

not claim special privileges. Instead he lived selflessly and even died a noble death, not for 

himself but for others.  Paul said, “Therefore, God has highly exalted him and given him a name 

which is above all others.”
3
 We are, Paul taught, to have this same mind in ourselves that we see 

in Jesus.  It is the Master’s way; it should always be ours as well.  

 

 When the church is at its best, it is a community that forms disciples in Jesus’ image and 

encourages each other to live like Jesus. It is a human community, however. So sin is always 

around and in the church as it is everywhere in the world. It is the unhappy truth that too often 

the church condones such un-Christ-like behavior with lame, tired excuses. Such behavior affects 

not just us in the church but also the church’s message and effectiveness in the world. This week 

in studying for my class on Ephesians, I read this from John Stott:  

 

What is offensive to Christ is offensive also, though in a different way, to the world. It 

hinders the world from believing in Jesus. God intends his people to be a visual model of 

the gospel, to demonstrate before people’s eyes the good news of reconciliation. … It is 
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simply impossible, with any shred of Christian integrity, to go on proclaiming that Jesus 

by his cross has abolished the old divisions and created as single new humanity of love, 

while at the same time we are contradicting our message by [our behavior]. I am not 

saying that a church must be perfect before it can preach the gospel, but I am saying that 

it cannot preach the gospel while acquiescing in its imperfections.
4
 

 

God bless us, there are always the few, truly saintly souls in the church who inspire us by 

their lives of devotion and sacrifice. They draw us, seemingly without trying, to our better selves.  

We see them and want to love as they do. They point us not to themselves but to Jesus their 

model and savior.  Every one of us can remember or, better, still knows a disciple like this. What 

is their secret? They have the same mind that is in Christ Jesus. We can, too, if we put away self-

striving, concern over rank and face, and follow Jesus.  

 

 

End          Yours in Christ Jesus. DOC  
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the gospel, to demonstrate before people’s eyes the good news of reconciliation. … It is 
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simply impossible, with any shred of Christian integrity, to go on proclaiming that Jesus 

by his cross has abolished the old divisions and created as single new humanity of love, 

while at the same time we are contradicting our message by [our behavior]. I am not 

saying that a church must be perfect before it can preach the gospel, but I am saying that 

it cannot preach the gospel while acquiescing in its imperfections.
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God bless us, there are always the few, truly saintly souls in the church who inspire us by 

their lives of devotion and sacrifice. They draw us, seemingly without trying, to our better selves.  

We see them and want to love as they do. They point us not to themselves but to Jesus their 

model and savior.  Every one of us can remember or, better, still knows a disciple like this. What 

is their secret? They have the same mind that is in Christ Jesus. We can, too, if we put away self-

striving, concern over rank and face, and follow Jesus.  

 

 

End          Yours in Christ Jesus. DOC  
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Text: Philippians 2:5-7 
 

“Have this mind among yourselves which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.” ~St. Paul 

 

Early in the week I read a news item from a meeting of American atheists. Here was the 

news flash: Atheists have discovered that most people do not become Christians and join 

churches because of rationalist arguments. Atheists who have mounted rational arguments to 

convince people no gods exist, and despite a recent string of good books to buttress their 

arguments, are just now figuring this out. Why do people decide to follow Jesus and join his 

churches? Because of human relationships. Friends and family members believe in Christ and 

love them into faith and the church. Who knew? Most of us and it is not like it is a big secret we 

have been keeping!  

 

The church in Philippi was a favorite of the Apostle. His letter brims with affection for 

them. Nowhere in evidence is the cantankerous Paul of Galatians. He loved Lydia and the people 

of this congregation in Macedonia. Though he wrote the epistle from prison, he is positively 

euphoric about the progress of the gospel in the church. Still, Paul had advice for them and us in 

the letter. Considering the ground breaking discovery about the importance of love and caring in 

making Christians, note Paul’s recommendation in the second chapter of the Philippian letter. 

Here is Dr. Peterson’s translation: 

 

If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any 

difference in your life, if being a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you 

have a heart, if you care – then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be 

deep-spirited friends. Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the 

top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your 

own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand.
1
  

 

(One wonders if this had been the church in New York City instead of Philippi, how this advice 

would have been received!) 
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If the way Christians love one another is a major reason people come to church and faith, 

is it a surprise that the opposite is most often the reason people leave the church and stop 

practicing the faith? A few weeks I spoke to someone who dropped out of our church several 

years ago. I inquired about it and the person told me: “Four years ago working on a project in the 

church, So-in-so was mean to me. I was at the time quite interested in this project and this leader 

of the congregation told me it was not worthy of his concern or the church’s funds.”  This person 

felt snubbed, condemned, disrespected, and she left.  Sin is not just a problem in the Bowery. Sin 

when covered with a thin veil of religiosity can be more dangerous. We are taught from church 

school on that the two main tenets of Christ are to love God and to love one another. Yet, far too 

often we can be mean-spirited not just to a neighbor outside the church but to persons alongside 

us in the church. 

 

What is behind this behavior? Like most sins it is predicated on thinking too much of 

ourselves and too little of the Master. Hence, Paul’s admonition: 

 

Have this mind among yourselves which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though the was in 

the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found 

in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a 

cross.
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Paul cautions us not to follow the usual human path. Instead, look to Jesus, the one whose power 

came not from grabbing authority but from emptying himself of his divine prerogatives.  He did 

not claim special privileges. Instead he lived selflessly and even died a noble death, not for 

himself but for others.  Paul said, “Therefore, God has highly exalted him and given him a name 

which is above all others.”
3
 We are, Paul taught, to have this same mind in ourselves that we see 

in Jesus.  It is the Master’s way; it should always be ours as well.  

 

 When the church is at its best, it is a community that forms disciples in Jesus’ image and 

encourages each other to live like Jesus. It is a human community, however. So sin is always 

around and in the church as it is everywhere in the world. It is the unhappy truth that too often 

the church condones such un-Christ-like behavior with lame, tired excuses. Such behavior affects 
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simply impossible, with any shred of Christian integrity, to go on proclaiming that Jesus 

by his cross has abolished the old divisions and created as single new humanity of love, 
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